Posterior fossa craniotomy: an alternative to craniectomy.
We describe a simple midline approach to posterior fossa lesions in children that involves removal and replacement of a bone flap. This approach offers several advantages over conventional suboccipital craniectomy. Elevation of the bone flap is facilitated by the relatively small size of the midline bony keel in children. This method is simple, safe and expeditious, and restores normal anatomical planes and improved protection to the contents of the posterior fossa. While this approach has been described previously for individual cases, the authors employ craniotomy as the standard method of access to the posterior fossa in pediatric patients, and suggest a straightforward technique for removing and replacing the bone flap.